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25 BRENT the truth of this remark; the Author 
of, the Tragedy of Alfred would have ſubmitted his 
e the; final judgment af the Reader, 1 
1 0 preface or apology, if he had not. been ad. 
© And, indeed urge, to make a wn wide ſome 
ile . criticiſms, , Which appear to have been 
upon prejudice and, a rather _ 
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It has been alledged; hog the nden of: Al- 2} 
fied, in the Tragedy, does not agree with the cha- A 
_rafterof, Alfred ere That the Hero, the 4 
to a e Who enters the 


a private, not a public, mo- 1 
| Live, an ads th part ffn ipoſtr, een 0 
. Jn Tragedy; if the ſubject be Hiſtorical, an au- i 
bor n not permitted to e events, dune : 
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R 
to the great eftabliſhed facts of Hiſtory ; for in- 
ſtance, in the Tragedy of Alfred, the Hero muſt not 


be killed, nor driven out of England by the Danes; 


but preſerving thoſe ancient foundations, as the piers 
of his bridge, the Author may bend his arches, 
and finiſh the fabrick, according to his taſte and 
fancy, for the poet is at liberty, and it is the eſ- 
ſence of his art, to invent ſuch intermediate circum- 


| ſtances, and incidents, as he thinks will produce 


the moſt affecting ſituations. In this departmeht,. 
the Poet's fancy 1s controuled by nothing, but pro- 
bability aud conſiſtence of character, the barriers of 
dramatic truth. Let us apply this principle to the 


E414: | 
Alfred was a young man, when he fought the 


battle of Ethepdune. The victory, which gave 
him” poſſeſſion of the kingdom, muſt have been 


gained before he begun to model the ſtate, Is it im- 


| probable to ſuppoſe, that a young hero was 1n love ? 


Is it inconſiſtent to repreſent the perſon, who' was a 


' Legiſlator when advanced in years, as a lover in 


his youth ! Does it degrade the character of a hero 


-to ſuppoſe, that he was in love with the princeſs 
whom he aſterwards married? Is it not rather in- 


jurious to his heroiſm to conclude, that he choſe a 
conſort whom he did not love ? If this reaſoning is 
juſt, there will be no difficulty in vindicating the 
ſubſequent conduct of the hero. The dramatic and 
- the real Alfred, are both involved in the charge of 


impoſture; both entered the Daniſh camp in diſ- 
guiſe; the previous events, as narrated in the tra- 


- gedy; are nearly the ſame with thoſe mentioned in 
Riforyl. Alfred, for almoſt two years, had wan- 


Lo 


deered thro' England, concealing himſelf under feign- 
eld names and characters. He lived in the midſt of 
his enemies, by being ſuppoſed to be dead. Emerg- 


ing from this obſcurity, he appears in the tragedy, 
and is informed of the alarming ambiguous ſituation 


of Ethelſwida ; his uſual ſtratagems preſent them- 
ſelves, one would think, naturally to his mind, ex- 


tremely | 
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tremely agitated, and prone both by temper and 
habit, to the moſt daring and romantie enter prizes. 
He reſolves to enter the Daniſh camp, to learn the 
fate of Ethelſwida, and obſerve. the ſtrength and or- 
der of the enemy's army, before he ventures a deci- 
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©" The eoindeg atifice is inevitable!" The"con- 
du@ of Alfred, in the camp of Hinguar ; the nian 
ner in which he deceives the Dane, is extzemely 
ſimilar to the conduct of Oreſtes in the Electra of 
Sophocles, Which no critic / hitherto has blamed. 
Oreſteg enters the, place of Z.gifthus, as, the'mef- 
fenger of his oi Haar? carrying An urn, ich 
contains (he ſays) the aſhes of Oreſtes, whofé un 
timely fate he moſt cixcumſtantially relates. The 
Grecian hero practiſes the deceit with an intention 
to kill the perſons whom he deceives. The Engliſh 
hero deceives Hinguar only to gain acceſs to Ethelſ- 
wida, without meaning to hurt the perſon of his 
enemy. To praiſe Sophocles, and blame the author 
of Alfred, for the ſame conduct, ſeems a direct 
contradiction, which ean only be accounted for, in 
one way; an imaginary idea has been formed of the 
character of Alfred as an old mortified, aſcetic ſage, 
of ſpirit too ſublime and ætherial to deſcend to hu- 
man paſſions or human actions. But the real as 
well as the dramatic Alfred was a young hero, a 
bard, a winner of battles, brave and magnanimous, 

but compelled by the preſſure of thoſe deſperate 

times, in which ke lived, to practiſe a thouſand arts 


to exiſt by ſimulation and diſſimulation. Whoever '_ 


recolleQs and weighs theſe circumſtances, will it is 
preſumed readily pardan the artifice of Alfred, in 
the Tragedy, and acknowledge that the feigned in- 
cidents of the piece are altogether confiſtent with the 
true. If not, the author muſt be contented to la- 
bour under theimputation of an erroneous judgment, 

for he meant nothing leſs than to degrade the cha- 
rater of Alfred; on the "contrary, finding in the 
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0; no, our Poet a is no Ripe?" | 
Nor is it prudent now. 13 ſave yqur 775 ey 


Fir'd with my ſubje ct have : 1 I das 5 nn N NK 
And you in Prolozue | ſhould aa bib denn 9 8 


When my adventurous, naſe ulgd be 4 nk 


Now vent' ring further, needs indulgence- more; 15 
88. dares to trace the workings of a mind, 4 . 


* eateſt and the beſt of human kind; W 
Adj int 


ts moyements to dramatic plan, . 1 
And blend the. god-like hero with the man;* =." 
The greater Alfred's fame, our bard riſks more 3 z. mn 
Such weight the flying cour ſer never bore. | pl 
Alfred! 0 fi 4 A5 firange events wb 
That hiflory beholds romance vu corn ;, r 
Him to preſent, here in his native land, 2 INE 
Where flill his genius, and his laws TTY SITE. 
Is.an attempt like his, who ra/hty tried, © 5 : 


The burning 2772 6 "the un to. Log SORRY 
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0 U R FL," f late, ſo tragic in their calling, 
Have ſcarce preſervy'd one heroine from alley 
Whether the dame be widow, maid, or wife, 
She ſeldom from their hands e with life : 
If this green cloth could ſpeak, would it not tell, 
Upon its wwell-worn nap how oft I fell * 
To death in various forms deliver d up, 
Steel kills me one night, and the ext the Cup: 
The tragic proceſs is as ſhort, as certain z 
With * Tais,—or + THIS, 1 drop—then drops the 
curtain 1 
No / ſaine tha lead a better Ie l I. 2 a | 
F how to die. en 
The learn'd diſpute, Jow F. agedies ſhould end ; 
O happily ſay ſome—Some death de 5545 | 
Mild criticks vi/h good fortune to : | 
While others hot-brain'd, roar for ond ! 21504 [ 
Blood ! 

The fair, tho? nerwous, tragic to the foul, 

2: 1 in daggers, and : poi ſon d bowl : 

I would not give a black- pin for a Play, 


F I YZ 


From bangs; and death no lovers wende 1 ive! 
„They ſhould be wretched, anddeſpairandrave; ( 
And ne'er together lie—but i in the grave!“ 
The brave rou 2 ſoldier, a ſoft heart diſcovers; _ 
He ſwears r, weeps at once, when dead the lovers + 

As down his cheeks run trickling nature's tide, 
Damn it—I wiſh thoſe, young. 5 had 1 
dy d:“ . 


3 malidh the motion of e 
. * And here of drinking pa. 
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rom fis eyer the deop of pity Falls, - 


Tho 


He fights like Cæſar, when ſuis country calls eats 


In ſpite of critic-laws, our bard takes part, 
And joins in concert with the ſoldier's, heart : 
O let your feelings withi his party fide,. , 

For once forgive me that I have not dyd ; © 
Too hard 5 
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ALFRED King of England, Mr. Lewrs. 
EDWIN, Earl of Devonſhire, 12 Horx. <p 
EARL of SURREY,, Mr. 1 
HINGUAR „Kingof the Danes, Mr. Alxin. 
ROLLO, = Daniſh Chief, Mr. lee 
orriekks, Engliſh and Danim. 


WOMEN. 


% 


* 


betrothed, 
ETHELSWIDA, | 4 Alfred Jace. BAV. 


RONEX, Conſort of Hinguar, Mrs. Jaczson. 
DDA. W 1h 
E LIS A, 


e. 


Attendants on Ethelſwida. 


— — — — 1 
— U— "O94 ? 
- —  — — — — —— — 
4 
* 


Bü 1" ah pe 
— 
* 


2 


2 


j 112491 . 


| 1 511 £33: NM? 
#6 1] m 5 ap | 
8 O. EN E A Cam 2 
rte 4555 2 21S ferne 1 2 
5 121 "$37" 192 M57 
Ea „ Do vyournrns and 00 FICER.. 
mes 5 N 
©OFFI CER. Th 
* 12. d vie. 162 7g TE We Tet * 
HE. 4 me of , 


Sure a the ſhield be wy 3p 
With eaſe ede the un ulpecting bolsier: £7) 
knew the 1 of Alfred. 


DEVONSHIRE” 
| So he ber 
beat ere ks laid his weary limbs to reſt, 1 : 
ave me in e to warn thee't to be ent. 
: A "OFFICER 


"+5. "Jiu 
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Po Bhat OFFICE 125 

M lord af eee on me depend. 
Steel ſhall not tear the ſecret from my breaſt ; 
Aſtoniſſid as I am, at ſuch a ſecret ; 

1 Who can unfold the cauſe ? Why, at this ber 
RR. When, big with England's fate, each moment 


14 | rolls, 
= Does _ hide hiarelf, 1 — and dark- 
[ 6 155 AT 1 n 


x And ſpread uncertain rumours of his . 
Conſounding all belief? 
| EVONSHIRE. 
it . | - __ _ He ſpread them not. 
I From VI 8 thoſe rumours roſe. 
= Ere ſince that time, when the perfidious Dane 
Attack d the Engliſh, in the hour of peace; 
* On Alfred's die er day. 
3 . 
* It was believed, 
e Alfred, in the general carnage, fell, 
At Cyppenham; that, in the ſwelling flood 
Of wintry Avon, Ethelſwida periſh'd. | 
DE V 0 N S8. 1 RE. 
; INN was the firſt re 5, 
O F ICE R. 
| Tn) Fain would'F hear 8 
Th events tale of 3 Alfred; 
And what is yet of Ethelſwida known. 
„„ DEV ON S, HL RE. 
When faithleſs Hinguar, with his hoſt, ad- 
„ ene e, nenne | 
The King, Nitrates for his lovely bride, | 
Sent off a hundred knights, by Surrey led, 
To guard the Princeſs to a place of ſafet :; 
Then, furious, fac d the Dane ;—with odds op- 
reſt, ;; i 
| 3 King, his faithful nobles fell, 
Alfred, by favour of the night; eſcap'd; 
2 Andiwand er'd Jong oble e, from lace to place. 
"The? woods and e ſcnie beat of prey, 


8 


af TRAGEDY. , 43 
By cruel, hunters chac'd. Much he endur'd ; 


And much his peo te ſuffer d. Engliſh virtue, 
Like England's oak, grew firmer from 2 ſhown: 


Often the peaſant his laſt morſel bro ught 2 

To te dark wood or cave, where Alfred lay. + 1-5 

If queſtioned by the Dane, denied the deed; 

And died, undaunted, to preſerve his Prince. e 
OFFICER. 

The dag. thrills my blood by heaven 4 


arth— 
Where did he reſt at laſt? 
DEVONS H IRE. 
He never reſted ; | 
3 when he had a place of refuge Kunz ; 
Where the deep winding ſtreams, K N and. 
Thone . . 
Their waters mix, a little iſland lies, i 
With alders overgrown. No name it had, 
Tho' now the name of Athelney it hears. | 
Marſhes and pools, by inundation form d, 
Perplex the dire approach. There Alfred brd 
His dreary habitation. Two brave knights 
At firſt were all his train. Day after day | 
The numbers grew; and many a gallant knight, 
Found out the wild aſylum of his Lord. 
From thence, with inroads fierce, they galls the 
Dane. 
Dark as the ſpirits of the night they came, | 
And vaniſh'd at the dawn: Fn that retreat, | 
The ſun, thro? every ſign, o'er Alfred roll uw. 
Siet 
Did Eibellwide there rejoin her Lord? 
DEVONSHIRE. | 
Nor ſhe herſelf, nor any of her train, 
Have ere been heard of, fince ſhe left her Lord. 
OFFICER. 
For certain, then, ſhe lives. If Bs had LY 
riſh'd, 
| Her fats would have been known. 
| | DEVONSHIRE. 


. A Þ N A D f 
* Bit D Ev Og . 
| rl 
Tome: thetinegad>made 1 ing. ring. Nifred ; 4 12190 
And both the Naa iſh pripces took, the feld. | 
Hinguar, with fire aud ſword. laid. y 4s the. 0 | 
2 Ao, a Kon eaſt Jo0 Fn 
nd, With ſtron „ Degirt my ta 
Then Alfred gd Foam yori by Agent: fone Fx ; 
 >Coneegkd,. dll 66 BIS" we name. | 
Did Alfred fight in Kenyith's blaodz beta? "21 
D. E VO NS HI RE. 
He fix d the fortune of that doubtſul day. 
When Hubba wich his life the Rx AE x loit, _ 
I' inehantęd ſtandard, on õhoſe, gie Wings 
Conqueſt, till then, had flown. 1 an won, 5 
Alfred, e e. bet his rapi r 
To Weſtmor! and; gurhete, as, e. fondly. hop'd 15 | Fg 
gr 2 dwelt. 15 faund her not; 3 
ate laſt night, in deep def return 
F. FI GE * 1 
Ĩ ſee the elauded tract, thro! which he paſs d 
Inviſible. — Now he has reach'd the oint, | 
And:willi break forth, in ſplendor... * Ve hall fight. 
1 or to-day. | 
+4 DEVONSHIRE. ret 6g 
On theſe ſteep r A 
By nature and by art, impregnable, 2 
Which far and wide command Wiltonia's vale. 
In abſence of the King, my camp I pitch d. 
Audacious Hinguar 9 m Es 
And braves us to deſcend. Phe Bens: - 
e L ID 1 
TheKidg: 4 England, at his people's head, 
Then roll their riſing valpur on the foe. 
e bet 4;3DIE VON H.R. E. f 
Thy zeal becomes thee. - He will chuſe his 


time. 


Mean while the tory of his death pelie vd, 


10 44 6 TOY 1. * 


Lefſens the wel it ani 4 burd eh bf the as. 
Prevents theJundt on; take Tiinith chiefs, 
And makes bur foes! ecure,) Soldier, fate well“ 
The Kiog expeck⸗ me: In wy; tent he reſts. 
Frier EOT 
My boſor 1 2 Kin zie ft p,arms.. kee, 


Spirits in e wy Ge a 5; | '; 
But weakneſs in this. &, is nature a Fa 
With which ſhe m . ſons bf men her own. | 
Who ean compare with this accompliſh'd Frince, 5 
In valour or in virtue? He excells N 
The Counſellor, the Sage, in civil wiſdom. 

The light of ancient times ſhines in his ſoul; 
And the Bards liſten to his voice divine: 

But yain his virtue and his wiſdom vain, 
Againft affęction's power, too much he lov'd,. 
And mourns'too Noh bis Erbe Joſt 

He comes with grief oppreſ&d. a 


Buter Are R 2 b. 


N Health to the Kept 

Has 1 deep deſcended on his cares ? . 
ſleep Era with my waking thoughts ; 4 
e viſion of thenight,is Ethelſwida. 

Leet, a broken ſeene of. other woes 
My troubled fancy tor her image joins, | 
'And adds the monarch's,to the lover's grief. £54 
This very night, in dreams, I thought myſelf 2 
Under the friendly roof, where once F lay, 
Beſet, on ever ſide, with Daniſ ſpears; 
When, to a e. m life, à nöble youth, 
The only offspring a Widow d dame, 
Unknown 0 „ my perfonage aſſum d, 
And . e e hounds, that bay d for Alfred's , 
| ood. 


0 ee 1 
gen rous yout | | 
ALFRED; 


3 
8 \\ 


6 AL. F RHE D, 
ALFRED... 1 
bs Fuli in the gate he ſtood; 
And brandiſhing his ſword, aloud proclaim 'd, 
That England's 1 alive ſhould ne er be taken. 
Headlong the foes ruſh'd on: Numbers he flew : 
At laſt, unſhrinking, in his place he fell; 
And fill the Danes believe that outh was * 
- DEVONSHIRE. . 
No wonder that they ſhould !@+ _. 5 8 
M L FRE D. t er 
This very night. A 
Palein | bi wounds, the gallant form appear dl, 
Whilſt o'er the bleeding body of her ſon, 
Majeſtic in her grief, his mother hung. 


Enter a M „ e 


M E SS E NGE R, ( Devonſhire.) 
A warriorfrom the Daniſh camp, demands 


Admittance to thy preſence. 
ALFR E ä 
Let him, enter. [Exit Meff. 
_ (Alfred walks gde . 


"Y 


Enter a Wark10 k, with ibs beavuer "wil 
g £ 5 * mY £557 ERS | 


DEVONSHIRE. 5 
Stranger, unfold thy purpoſe. w 
(He takes off his helmet. ) 
. "Surrey, by heaven, | 


In Daniſh armour Ry 1 
| turni fees um. 
A I. F R E D. 2 1 Y 


# ropal maſter? | 
ALFRED. 


 _ Surrey! that ftrange array, thy * ſad 
Denounce thy tidings. — elfwida— . 


SURRLY. 


A RAGE D V. 
SURREY. 


Lives. 
20A 1 FRED 
She lives Why, like the meſſenger of Ads | 
Doſt thou before me ſtand ? Some-dreadful thing. 
Thou ſmother'ſt in that pauſe. I charge thee ſpeak. 
What has befallen my love? 
SURR 15 V. 


ALFRE F 


Is Ethelſwida captive ? 
SU RREY. 
Yes, my Lord. 
| ALFRED. 
To whom ? 2 by, 
| SURREY, 
_ To Hinguar. 
"ALFRED. 
Tomy mortal foe ! 
Is ſhe in Hinguar's power ? 1s brutal Hinguar 
The maſter of her fate ? 
S URRN ET. 
| Would that I durſt 
This oainful truth deny. 
ALFRED. | 
O wretched Alfred !- 
Deſtin'd to ſuffer miſery and ſhame, 
That princes ſeldom feel All other ills, 1 57 
Altho' in troops they came, I have endur d. 
Manhood and patience yield to this. O, ud . 
Had I been . . hadſt thou been Alfred, 
I ne'er had broug t ſuch tidings to my friend 
5 SURREY. 
Great isthe grief, that renders thee unjuſt. 
Hear me, O ng ! and if thou blamſt me then, 
Ill-fated Surrey, ſhall offend no more. 
ALFRED. 
What has my paſſion ſpoke ? Thy pallid check, 
Thy hollow ee thoſe ur arms, 
Are ſignals of diſtreſs - | 9 
| SURREY. 


Ws | Gan kD. 
| 8 URREY. 
I The ſtory hear, 

Of Ethelſwida' 8 FRAIL ho wit 1 
Teenie W x; OT n 
E c e fem t lit t. J 
Forget my words. With.deſtipy, at odds 

And with myſelf, impatienee glanc'd at thee, 
The martyr of my cauſe. 
| SURREY. Fe 
 _- _ - That fatal 3 
When, with my precipus 2 N wy Lord, 


Thro” many: d r 
But when au 1% Eden i 's de ae 
We found n there. | 
ALF RE D. | 
Too well know, 

The Scots had rad Pendragon's lofty tower: 

* W didſt thou fly? 

| fi. +8: AIR REV. 2 

; There I diſwife'd 

Moſt of my faithful Knights: Afew I kept, | 

Of choſen men the-choice, - Eaftward we fteer'd, 

3 the wilds, beyond the ſource of Tine. 

2 385 midnight marches, in untrodden paths, 
hat wind oer mauntains yaſt, thro' valley's deep: 

We reaeh'd a lonely manſion, in a dale, 

Which at the foot of ſnow-clad Cheviot lies. 

There Ethelſwida found a ſafe retreat: 

And in thoſe deſerts wild, ſhe ien un erl. 
W e 2373 bags x 
ALFR E D. F 
| - Why did ſhe not * 

The rumour of thy geath a tempeſt rais 4, 

Which, from that harbour, droye her out 88 

On me tha laid her abſolute; commands, . 

To guide and guard her, as I could, ta Konwrith : 

M5 fr friends ILWarn'd to meet us on ur way 

_ on we went, till: one unhappy time, 1 The 


> 


F 


3 K 
* 7 \ bh 1 


raten, 


The Danes ſurpriz d us in a narrow vale. 

Againſt their fieree attack, our little band, 

Around the Princeſs, form d a fence: of ſteel. rte 

More and more narrow ſtill the cirole OY F t d 

Till Lalone was left with Ethelſwida. i 651 

Alone | fought, till at her feet I fell. $5: 

Her diſmal thrieks, her piercing cries I laid; * 
More grievous far, than all the wounds I bore. 

; ALF RE D. 

Methinks I "40a her cries ; She calłd on Alfred; 

Did ſhe not, Surrey? Providence divine ! 

W was 10 Alien near? 5 8 

Le 

From f 2955 e . IE. 
rom ſome in the ir 1 $ 

For he it was who led Ge Baile ban, . 

She ſwoon d with grief and terror on : 16,708 0 

The Dane to her unwonted pity ſhowid, In 


un tron the ground. 
„ De 
: ts Tell me the tru. 1 
| o not eceive eme, Surrey, ! : 
8 1 R EE v. | 
19102 511 O, my Lerd, nus 5 


I never did, nor wal 7 now Hure thee t-- 
But of the Princeſs this I-only know, - 
That in the Daniſh'eamp, ſhie ſtill. remains, 
Guarded with eare, ber name and-rank unknown 
XL F RTAS 7 0 
What ſhould I-think !:Can- the ſubmit 8 tiv 
To live, her hondur loſt! Howdidſtthow'?ſcape 
From ſuch a Taughter? / e en cc. en hither, 
W ”7 the Dane ? 
bs S URR E T. 
MDMMWhen night came , 
Sins En glith prafikes,” who ad ſeen the 3 
Crept rok their huts, in ſeeret; ro the field, 
With pious, pur poſe to inter the deal. ge 
In me alone, ſome ſparks of Hſe they ſound. 
Their care feder d hne: When a hve recur, 


* 
5 


Of Danffh race, a 


That 


Far other actions, heaven of thee requires. 


Reviſhd or not, ſhe's captive to his foe. 


2 —— Wolthos — $28 26 os. Wk. Race a 


1 


10 W L. 7 mY WY D, 


To Hingu ar's np I went, gave out myſelf of 
tho? in England r 

My ſervice was accepted. I have found _,,.. £ 

Favour in Hinguar's ſight; z/'and, in the band 

That guards his perſon, ſer ve. From them I leara's 4 

Etbelſwida, near his tent, is 3 

A mournful captive, 11 3H 

ALFRED. | HF 1 

Near his tent! O heaven ! 


How have I merited? . 


D EVONS H I R E. 
Raiſe not thine eyes, 
Nor lift thy hands tb heayen : Far other looks, 


Thou art a king, a ſoldier, and a lover; = 
Fight for thy crown, thy country, and thy . 
Go forth, this inſtant, animate thy troops, 
And lead them to revenge their wrongs and thine. 

(. Alfred muſes. 
Why does my royal maſter hang his head, 


And bend on earth his eyes? 


d 
Forbear, my Lord. 


(To Surrey.) 'What is thine errand to the r of 


Engl and 7 
SU R R E v. 
To offer battle. —But the true intent 


Of Hinguar, is to learn if Alfred lives 
e ra various rumours have perplex'd the 85 ; 


AL FRE D. 
He ſhall be ſatisfied. I fee a ray, 
Which ow the darkneſs breaks. It grows 1 more 
bright. _ 


My friend, the tumult of "ny thoughts forgive. 


Surrey! ! ( (Goes afide with Surrey. ) 
Manet DEV 0 N SH LEE... -.. 
What does he meditate ? I know 


His mind with dreadful i images is fill'd. 


In Hinguar's arms he ſees his raviſh'd bride : 
| Enflay'd 


Thy frie 


4 TRAGE DT. „ 


Enfla vd by force; 'tis force muſt ſet her free, 
He cannot treat with Hinguar; that he knows, 
By ſad experience ; for the woes of Cw 7 ys9 7 
And all the evils of this hapleſs land, 8 
Aroſe from England's confidence in Amt 
No ties divine or human, bind the Danes. 
Of all the impious race, by far the work, 
And moſt profane is Hinguar- T i 
ALF REI / (Surrey) EO 

r . | Goy df, 

or my reception N 
y mon. Tug 
Ah, may heaven avert, 


| Thoſe ills, which my prophetic ſoul forebodes ! 


my 
DEVONSHIRE. 


J heard the parting words of faithful 
Which mark too well, the colour of thy purge. 
! ALFRED. of 
Thy approbation I do not expect. 
None but thoſe who feel like! me. 
The Daniſh camp, diſguis d, I will explore, 
Clad in the veſture of a Britiſh-Bard, 
And learn, for certain, Ethelſwida's fate, 
Whatever has befallen my hapleſs bride; 
Aſſur'd of that, hikes ſhall ſhake no more. 
DEVONSHIRE. - 
Something like this my anxious ſoul Os 
ALF RE P. 5 
thoughts, but urge me not to hear 


coul which I cannot follow. 
In great events, the rd mind 


Conſults its re only. Low or high * 
The active ſpirits in Rat level flow, | - 
Nor fall nor riſe, to act another's counſel ; 
That potent counſellor directs me now, 

I feel the impulſe, oft in perils felt: 

Nor is my arm corifin'd to Ethelſwida ; 
The gre. a and order of the Daniſh hoſt, 
How, what quarter, I may beſt attack, 


I read my 
ndly 


Attentiye PII deren. 


DEVONSHIRE. 


; 88 N 


A 0 
. . . ME an. 


= INE ITE. DE VNN ELKE: |. 1 
Fl h 4a 1801. 4 * ehen dal end u. 9H | 
| t Thy. reſdintlen, to contend is van; TY 2 bs L. 26%. | 

The part of ane ee een, He be. 
How We Wee thee! L W914 
ALF RED. 115/394) _ 
14185 — light, | 
As, with a foiſt rene camp 1: 
A wood, extended on the right Faw, |. 
(Their jelt che village ee defends,, 
Canſt thou inform, if they have opeueck patha. 100 7 
Or n watches there? : 
D E * ON. H IRE. 
N 40 Neither, my Eord! | 
Preſunpruous Hingua holds ſuch caution vain 
FR TAL; F{NJED. © | . 
| 3 When duty ie deſcends, in the dark time 
Between the fall of night, and the moan's riſe, 
In ſilence, thither march à thouſand men, 
Choſen with care, the braveſt of our hoſt: 
There let them wateh till morn, if no alarm « 
Comes ere the dawn, at dawn they may retire. 1 
To chooſe and lead that band hall be mp rden 
My warriours axe the hunters of the Hill; 
Accuſtom d to the Woods, fearleſs ee, Tos Pi | 
_ By'ithe pale glimpſes of the clouded moon! 5 
To them the changeful aſpects of the ni 106 
Whoſe falſe preſentments armies one con ound, 
In all their forms are knoẽõẽm n. 
1 8 A FRE D. 
5 \ 8 | 1 vou not vil 
A better leader, nor a eee if 14 5 

TER DEVONSHIRE. 

The word, 112 mY F a 

ol wer” keene Gs £4 oy 
| D 25 O0 50 Ty x ! 

. may 2 

1 And, as the minds of — ee r: ought 


| EX rang #3 1180 


„ -.. 9 
TYLE 


+ ? 


A TRAGEDY. as *© 


In darkneſs lie ; ſo may their eyes be dark, 
Anudbtimd-to Aifred!“ h | 


"=; £ n 1 > & > b- nl 1-48 24 44 4 
| TEIP Il $5 3 LIFE ER? $IGL 
7 1 72 


n 
As they ſtill have been, 

This is no new;{ tho ſeeyting bold attempt. 

I have effay'd it, for a lighter cauſe, 

When, in the Iſle of Athelney, I lay, 

The quarters of the DaneFott Explor'd,) » 

In this diſguiſe, and mark'd deſtruction's line. 

Farewell, thy wiſdom no direction needs; | 

Nor ſhall 1 long beabſent from my friend. ¶ Exeunt. 
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SCENE, The Daniſh Camp. 


e 8 un v. 
SURREY. 


| HE tale of Orpheus, (which in Rome Theard, 


W hoſe lyre harmonious civil d mankind, 

Is verified to-day. The ſtubborn ſons, 

Of Denmark ſympathize with Alfred's ftrain ; 
And, as he NAY the ſong, their AY flow. 
Hinguar himſelf is onder- ſtruck. 


Enter an Or ricEx. . 10 


OFFICE R. 
e 


Thou tread it already on forbidden n 
8 U RRE RN 
len the King, that Erick is return'd. 
OFFICER. Ke 
Hinguar approaches, and with him the bard, 
Whoſe lyre is fram d, by necromantic art; 
Inchanted are the firings Away, with ſpeed. 


[Exit Surrey, 


Enter HinGUAR and ALFRED, in conver ſation, 


HINGUAR. (To the Officer.) | 
_ Withdraw. (Exit Off.) 
Now, I believe the death of Alfred. 
This ring, the well-known ſignet of his power, 
He never truſted to another hand. 
ALFRED. 


4 


But am, in nature's ſecrets, deeply ſkill'd. 


© 


6 


A TRAG ED . 
H r 
When, in the zocky cave, I found him dead, 
I then reſoly'd, King of the warlike Danes, * 


To bear to thee the tidings of his death; 


And as a proof, which could not be deny'd, 
That ring I took, which erſt mine eyes beheld, 
Upon his finger plac'd, with rites andcharms, I 
When he was crown'd, in London, England's King. 
HINGU AR. 
I will reward thee to thy utmoſt wiſh. 


Thou art no Saxon, but of Britiſh race, 


And lov'ſt the mountains of thy native land ; _ 
Chooſe where they faireſt riſe ; they ſhall be thine, 
With all their valleys and their Sylvan fſtrearas. 
The Gods I ſerve have ſent thee to my aid. 
"Tis my belief thou can'ſt aſſiſt me much, 
In what is dearer to my foul than empire. 
3 SEF Wc... 
How can the bard aſſiſt a Prince like thee ? 
HINGU AR. 
In high reſpect, I hold thy art divine. 
Whate'er thou art, magician, bard or ſeer, 
Or if thou art all theſe, I crave thine aid. , 
Amidft my victories, I am moſt wretched 3 - 


By love tormented, unſucceſsful love. 


ALFRED. I 

Thy love, with equal love, is not return'd ? | 

HINGUAR. 3 

More grievous ſtill. The fair, my ſoul defiress |, 
Cannot diſtinguiſh nor reward my love. [2 
If thou her cruel malady can't charm, 
Aus wa wa 8 From her troubled mind, 

to thy wiſh t wer of Hinguar. 
C a A L F &E D. 

In me behold the man of thy deſire. 1 

Unlawful arts I neither uſe, nor kno-ẽ-; 5 


Far from the pleaſures and the cares of men, 
By ſlrange misfortune, to the deſart driven, 
A lonely anchoret, for * I lived. 5 


ab A IL F R E DD 


To me are known the virtues of each lan,” S 
That grows in hill or dale, in fun or ade 1 
How one, by ſympathy, with madneſs taintsz 
And how another 7 Shenck th' infected blood. 
Much I can 251 or harm. 
IIN GVU AR. 
| Exert thy ſkill; f 
And plant id heth, or fong and ſpell employ. 
Do what thou willft, fo — reſtor'ſ the fair. 
ALFRED. | | 
1 5 Did her dire frothy from diſtreſs ariſe ? 
From ſudden perturbation of the mind ? 
Or 1s the cauſe unknown? | 
HI N GUAR- 
| From grief, from fear, 
From terror to exceſs, her fr roſe. 
Dreadful the ſhock ſhe fuffered f 
ALFRED. 


: How, my Lord? 
ä What did he ſuffer ? 
HINGUAR. 
| In her perſon, . 3 
But agony of mind, to an excels, 
Not eaſy to deſcribe. 5 
A L FRE D. 


_ Has the reveal'd | 72 
Her name, her Neil; ory | 
 _HINGUAR. . 
| By different names 
She calls herſelf ; wid when with queſtions urg d. 
She makes extravagant, fantaſtic anſwers, = 
And feems anconſci cious of her true condition. EL) 
TEM A L F RE D. 1 
Her general temper, is it fad or gay 8 
For frenzy is =_ ko Log 2 : od Sohn off 
IN 0 A: R. ; AP 
80 is hers ; 
For ſhe exhibits every ene | 
That frenzy &er afſum'd. But thou ſhalt be. 
And judge her ſtrange demeanor. In yon _— 
1 


A TRAGEDY: 17 . 
With purple bright, ſhe dwells ; and to this (| "FP 
Where 2 ene ſhe freq Ro 955 
This is her uſual hour. Behold! ſhe comes. | 
(Enter Ethelſwida, 4vith two women attending, 
h fantaſtically dre 2. 5 1 
How * ſhe is! o, piteous fight 3 
Her frenzy's hi - e I 
ee, 
e al thine aged eyes 1 
B bold her equal? 
; (Ethelſwida 7 es them, and FRY to 
fe front. pd 
ETH HELS wn pa. . 
gles of the rock, 


Lend me your bees wings 3. cherubs of of heay 
Who we rout the ſun, your pinions lend, TT 15 1 
To bear 11 755 love. 


NGUAR, {ts Ge, 8 
b wel 
ALFRED.) 


"ETHELSWTID, a 10 FE 
The creſted Twans were heard to to fin " ale 
A ſad lamenting AG os | bat wy > 
As floatin With 11 ftreain is * corſe os. & | 
Deſcended to the m- main, | E * 44 * 7 | 
H 1. UKR i 
Still of a lover loft: 1 never heard | 


Her roving words ATP Nb ſa long. 


Sorrow andrige exceſſive, both are, adn. | 
Time always Cures them, if the Fat © is,fou r * 
She ſpeaks "al VO 19089 


ETHEL SID A. | . 


4 1. 2 
TW ells in bes, breaſt, 
And ſtops my She! f Tk 
And PIES 15 e 17 ier © £5 
But neither bebe Nor . 101 fi dl 15 
(To FINES ) op OA ERE: of "(the 205750 al death 
| hel, 7 0s Ar nod 


Nod alot zun io? rad 22 26:Þblv02 by dert 


iw! 


1 


—— 


18 A n 


Unlock the i iron ate, and ſet me free. 
Then I ſhall ſmile and thank thee. 
HINGU AR. N 
Queen of beauty ! 
I am thy cats and obey thy will. 


To ſoothe the grief that preys upon thy heart, 


My care has hither brought a Bard divine, 


.  Wheofe voice cancharm the ache and agony, 


Which ſpirits feel. He's gentle, mild, and — 
And ſhall attend thy call. 
| ETHELSWIDA. 
LE I will not call him. 
His * vile ; T hate it. 
A. LF RE D. 
. Hate not him. 
Whoſe beart i is tun'd to ſympathize with thine. 
I ſhun the houſe of mirth, and love to dwell, 


A conſtant inmate of the houſe of ſorrow, 


Tt ul 7h; ſpeaks, Ethelſwida gare and ws 


7 ETHELSWIDA. 
Then thou art not ſo wiſe, as wou'd. appear, 
F rom thy white head, and grave habiliments. 
(Walks afide i in great emotion. Returns.) 
If thou MV and weak, and fooliſh too; 
Why, ſo am I. We may conſort together, 


| Aid build _y caſtles. _. 
ALFRE D. - 
1 * Ye: 
5 Note e IDA. 
be Thy harp ſhall move 
The Lake and rocks. In order wr "hall riſe, 
Ashigh a as Babel's s tower. 
33 Forthwith they gan. 
* E . A. 5 
Are at thy bog of F ſtrain? 
77 0 A L. F. R E D. | 
12 art. 
= "487 Hk LS WI DA. FE 
Then thou haſt loſt thy "I N 


Ell thou 2a er have felt true melancholy. 


1 will 


A RAGE D V. 5 "19% 
I will not hear thee now. Im poor in ſpirit, do 
And have not force to bear a ſtrong affection. 

1chooſe a garland ſong, a lighter ſtrain. 


There liv'd a youth, By fikver Thames, 3 
lo low'd the maidens fair; is | 
But looſe, at large, the rower rang d, 

Mer felt a lover's care. 


We muſt not with one cenſure level all. 
Some men are true of heart, but very few. 
Thoſe. live not long, they die before their time. 
"Tis pity of them. Oh . [walks aide. 
: HINGUAR: © 
| A ſhow'r of tears 


Faſt falling calms the tempeſt of her mind. 1 
| ALFRED. 
"Tis a deep, rooted malady. 


Enter a D 4 ISM Or Fr Ie AER. 


OFFICE R. | 
5 5 My Lord, 
A troop of Engliſh horſemen, from the hill, 
Deſcend into the plain. Our warriours wait, 
Impatient, thy commande. | 
 HINGUAR. | 
I come. (Exit Officer .) © 


(To Alfred.) Remai 
Till 8 Edda, Eliſa, mark me. i 474 
Give her full ſcope ; in nothing croſs her mood, ; 
That this reflecting ſage, compleat, may ſee 
The picture of her mind. (Exit. 
e ET HELSWI DA. | 
(After a puuſe, ap proaches Alfred.) 
hou pilgrim fad, 


Whoſe head the hand of time hath filver'd o'er, 
Com'ſt thou from Paleſtine ? 
ALFRED. 
From Rome 1 come. 


B 3 ETHELS - 
5 | 


ol The peace of heaven ſhall on > the: foul deſcend: 


Her name, her parentage, Perhaps the grief 


. ALFR=® 5, 


 ETHELSWIDA, 
From Rome ! Thou doſt not wear ey triple. 
crown; 
And yet I know thou get the holy Sire, . 
The common father of the Chriſtian world. 
Compaſſion ſhow to me. With wicked men, 
With heathens and idolaters, I dwell ; 
Without the benefit of holy church. 
Nor ſhrift, nor ae have 1 known, | 
For ſeven long years, | 
| AL F R E D. 
I will, myſelf, coafels thee. | 


(Jo the attendants.) A courſe moſt fortunate her 
fancy ſteers ; SELLS 


Moſt likely to effect the King's defire. 


In this conceit, to me ſhe may reveal 


* 
— 
— 


That rankles in her breaſt. Pleaſe to retire, 
As if it were confefſion. 


E. I. 1 8 A. 
: _ Haſte away, 
For fiekle 5 her . 


E — D A, 7 
fe LOO 
This may cha ſtratagem: The 're Saxons all. 


Tias fit they be obſery'd. TII keep in ſight. 
LExeunt. 


Manent AL AD and ETHELSWIDA. 


BTA LS W I D . 
Alfred !—— 
*Ethelfwida.! (offers to embrace her. 2 
E T H E LSWID A. 
O, beware! 
Death lurks in every corner. Why expoſe 
Thy noble life to ſuch inglorious peril | 
Not thus did I expect to ſee the King. 


I ere mine eyes beheld my Lord again, | 55 
I hop'd 


” 6 


Prompt to defend himſelf, or ba ee 


Could Alfred think 1 world ſurvive my honour 55 


: Ip 
Diſmiſs that fear; T and be of this aſſurd, 


IT by preſence to us bath is ſure 
a ie ; 


Athwart the clo 


+ # 20 Mt ibn 


A TR A GE, DV. 
T hop'd to ſee him 4 in the light of ſteel, 


Why com'ſt thou thus "8 
AL FER E De 
lo come to know thy fate. 
For, ſince 1 heard thqu waſt in Hinguar 5 , 
Diſtraction here has, reign d. 5 
E T. HE LS WI DA. 
. I comprehend thee. 


A L. F. RE D. 
1 knew not what to think: But much I fear d. 
EIL. SWI D A. Fin 


I ſhall be as Lam, or ſhal nothing: | - 
Fly from this place of _ fly, wit . | 


My own diſtreſs, with fortitud 

But feel my-weakneſs, when-the Slanger's thine. 

The part Jact, I hardly can ſuſtain : - _. 

Didſt thou not mark, when firſt [beard thy-roic? Oh 

How. real paſſion poets with the feign'd ? | 
When I beheld. thee riſen 121 5 N 


5 the val of death again for 92 99 57 1 


feu 7 1 P4 my Wenn, 


I ſaw thy. ſtrug ging wur then bt till tben, 
+} e beam of reaſon ſhone. 
* | ene le Ll lf | 
not here; elſe I ſhall loſe. m reaſon, 4 
And be'the ing I 9 N 5 | 14 
"ALFRE | 
Tilt ni e ſhall Ts 
Her favouring ante o' er my FRO ſte 
Lcannot leave this place; and then I . 
To bear hes with me, thro” the hoſt Pef Siu. 
mar 
Of that, we ſhall haye time to ſpeak hereafter. 
This garb ſecures me frequent, free acceſs. 
Now, let me Warn thee, ſhau di it be TS 5 
wi By That 


3 r eee 


; * 
RR. 


22 ALFRED, 


That Iam not the perſon I pretend, 
Thy ready anſwer muſt, with mine, accord; 
I am thy brother; Surrey! my ue, 5 
And Emma thine. 
| ETHELSWI DA 
Alas! TIEomen'd name 1 
In my * the noble Surrey fel. 
: "AL FRED. - 
He lives to ſerve thee in the camp of jaguar. 
_ETHELSWIDA. 
What miracle ! mine eyes beheld him ſlain, 
ALFRED. 7 + 
5 They come, they come; reſume thy wild de- 
meanor. 
_ (Ethelfwida uli, afide, as formerly 5 


Enter EAA Ab 


F 
The King draws near. 

E THELSWID A. 

a Array me for his preſence. 
PII "TG 4 crown to deck my penſive brows ; 
It ſhall be made of ſun-beams, and of ftars, 

Caught as they ſhoot; and when the rainbow reſts 
Its * ſhaft upon the mountains ſide, 
Ful dip my robe in gold. Away, awa 
: [Exeunt Ei iſa and Edda. 


Enter Hi ev 


H I N G U A R. 
It was a falſe alarm. The Engliſh horſe,  _ 
When we advanced againſt te wheel'd and fled. 
What 2 haſt thou form d? Did ſhe ſay 


In her Conteflion RE 
Myers 

133 She flew off at once 
From that conceit. Her mind's a burning fire, 
| Where 


A TRAGEDY. ns 
Where ſudden thoughts, like wreaths of finoak | 


| ariſe, 
And, parting from the flame, diſperſe i in air. 
Her ſhatter d fancy, like a mirror broken, 
Reflects no ſingle image juſt and true, 


But many falſe ones. 8 
H IN GUAR. 


= 


Doft thou hope to cure 
The malady, which thou deſcrib'fi ſo well? 
CAE PRED:; = 
There is more ground of hope than cauſe of fear. 
IN GU AR. 


Forthwith the wonders of thine art eſſay ; - 

Meanwhile, within the circle of my tents, 
Secure remain. Gothred's imperious daughter, 
(Whom in an evil hour, when new in England, 
TY pleaſe the 3 I was induc'd to wed) 

Sin the camp arriv'd. I gueſs her was 's 
And will e 2 112 85 : 

(A voice We the ſcenes. * 
Preſumptuous ſla ve 
ö = aal voice. 
Thou can'ſt not paſ: | 


Who ola oppoſe the Queen . 
Enter R o N E Fri 


RON E X. 
I come too late 3 ſhe's gone. Hail to.the i: ; 
Who is this minion, that uſurps my place, 
And, with mock majeſty, Si Denmark ? 
 HINGUAR. | 
Outrageous as thou art, reſpect at leaſt 
The ſtran 1 ear. 


(To Alfred,) Retire, and ſhun the ſtorm. [Exit Alf | 
| RON E X. 
What pageantry is this ? 6 
HINGUAR. 
Why haſt thou left, 


B 5 ; Without 


„ 
Fee 
ſ 


„ 


Without permiſſion of thy Lord, the place. x 
* for thee? 8 
RI NE X. | 

| ___ "Ha! Am! thy ſlave? 
That thgu ſar to treat me with ſuch ſcorn, 

Haſt thou pre orgot my birth? doſt thou not know 
I am the heir of —— and of England, — 
That in my right thou reign'ſt ? F 

bats HINGUA R. 

c „„ 

| There o'er OH TURED rocks. and deſarts reign : 
But fair and fertile England is my o m. 
The ſword, that won, ſhall keepthe pleaſant land. 
I conquer's for wry 

R ONE X. 
| Talk ſt thou * eonqueſt, 
T hou woman's warrior, who eonfum'ſt thy days 
In ſecret, lawleſs, and inglorious love? 
W bilſt o'er thy head thy ſlaughter d brothers ghoſt 
For vengeanee ſhrieks in vain. 
HIN GU AR. 5 
None of my foes, 

i of. whom the, felleſt far, Lreckon thee, 

Shall long elude my vengeance: From this hour, 
I caſt thee off ; for ever I renounce thee ; 
And ſoon thou that behold another queen 


1 Exalted in thy place 
© R ONE X. 


Fulfil thy threat, 
And thow:ſhalt ſoon! behold another'King. 
The leaders and the ſoldiers of thy hoſt 
Revere in me the'Scandinavian line. - | 
When I am not thy Queen, thou 3 no more. 
H ING U AR. 
This inſtant leave me, or by Denmark's Gods 
By Loda's altar, ſtain'd with human blood, 
1 Iceland's dreary iſle thou ſhalt be borne, | 
There to.repent thy folly.—Guards ! 


Enter 


N — 
— 1 


* — 92 1 . » 
AT RAGE D VJ. 


— w 
3 


Enter an Or FI ER with 'SOLDIERS. 


Py I o * * „ 4% * 4 1 oi 1 8 3 * N „ . n 
7 , * *> * » 4 5 Wo 
LAS. #:: , 


8 ; | F Stand off ! 
Tyrant, when next we meet—- - | 
4 RING AKECE £5 
| | : Force her away. 
Never let Gothred's daughter enter here. 
l' Exeunt. Ronex uards- 
Small is her boaſted influence with my pe; 
And yet her jealous rage is fell and bloody 3 
My fair Norwegian felt her mortal hate. ER, 
I muſt not truſt my lovely captive's life, 
To the ſlight keeping of that oficeer,rF 
Who yiel: ed to the threats of hayghty Ronex. 


This inſtant-P'It diſmiſs bim, and appoint , _ 
| Thebrave and faithful. Erick to this 5 face. - [Emit... 


- 
* 
# 4 
8 4 
7 
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9 1ING U AR and E b DA. 
E D D 1 | . 


| "PUR my doubts aroſe. 'T ne'er believ'd | 
Her malady was real. Often, my Lord, 

Havel we vd her looks ſedate and eam: 
Then, 9 as thought, when ſhe had caught my 


She Rtarted' into well-diſſembled frenzy. 
HIN GU AX. 
Why ne'er unfold thy doubts ? 
„ DA 
Till now, I durſt not; 
Becauſe 1 had no proof of my ſuſpicion : 
For tn thy prefence, with amazing art, 
She e diſtraction. Well I knew 
Thy partial love would ill receive a charge 
Qn mere conjecture founded. What I ſaw 
This day to certainty has chang'd my doubts. 
Try her, my Lord; and if I have deceived ws 
I aſk no mercy.— 
HINGUAR. 
I ſhe has deceiv'd me, 
As I believe ſhe has, Pll ſhow her none. 
This is the Lover whom her ſongs bewail, 
The favourite, for whom ſhe guards her charms, 
And mocks the credulous Dane. He mocks me too. 
Tl take luxurions vengeance.— Guards. 


: [Enter 


7 A TRAGEDY. 5 815 


[Enter Erick with a * . e. with 2 


* 


K R 1 C K 1 

My Lord. 
H I NGUAR. | 
Unſheath your ſwords, Be ready, at a word, 
To execute my orders. Send him hither. (To Erick. 

(Exit Edda. 

Surpriz d, ſubdued, with alk of inſtant death, 
PII F arch his ſecret fool ; and then the flave, 


For his preſumption dies. 


[Enter Alfred, Views the ſcene for a moment, and 
then advances intrepidly. | SHR 


HINGU AR. 
Thou traitor ! villain ! 
| How: durſt thou, with thy puny arts, attempt 

To practiſe upon me ? 

| ALFRED. 
Take back thoſe names; 
Which utter'd here, do not diſhonour me; 
But on thy ſelf return. 
HINGUAR. 
Ha ! Doſt thou brarome ©. 
PII pull thy N down. 
LF NE D. 
Il̃bou can'ſt not, Hinguar. 
I mock the lifted ſword. and ſmile at death. 
HINGU AR. 

Tell me, impoſtor, who thou reall art, 
And who that woman is, thy falſe ociate, 
In this vile artifice ? | 

ALFRED. 
| Not from the ied: » 
Of what thy vengeance can inflit, I anſwer ; 
But to aſſert my honour, To 0 thy tents, 1 


= | 5 
2 MDL , 

Altho' diſguiſed 1 came, no traitor I. lis | 
I eame not, Hinguar, to attempt, W 
But to enquire a much-lov id ſiſter 10 13 
For whom I trembled, ſince 1 hour I heard 
She was thy captive. : 

AT. ING. U A R. 

Ha ! thy luſter, ſay ſt thou 1 
What is «hy name? 
AL F R E, D. | 
Surrey. | 
H ING UAR. | 
| Thy name SS” 
Of great account, amongſt the toes of Denmark. 
'Thou art the choſen friend of 5 Alfred. 
A. LV * E D. 
_ His faithful abies. | 
HING 0 A R. 
What's thy Baer; name ? 
A L. F. R E 


Las, Alas! to NN enn . 


Suſpend a while thy judgment of -her fortune. 
Retire. | (To the GUarDs, who go off.) 

The tale of Alfred was deviſed | 
To ſmooth TY way to Emma, 


AL; F. RD. 
I? IF ws, 


Yet Alfred. if live, i in peril lives ; dey Tt 
And doubtful, t-this moment, is his fate. 
HINGUAR. 
Dead. or alin I care not. If he lives, 

He never can regain his kingdom loſt; 

Nor England e'et ſhake off the yoke. of Denmark. 
Surrey, 5 war and battle are my joy, : 
Yet 1 deſire ſometimes in peace to dwell. 

Thy ſiſter's beauty has inſlam d any heart, 

And policy. accords with love's de 

The charming Emma ſhall be e s bride: 
And England, partial to her own, o 3 
-Princes, whoſe blood is native to the Fr 225 
ALFRED. 


A TRAGEDY. wag... 


EG ide,» Cope oe bt ppt 
Thou haft a Queen. hs eels hes ag 
i HINGU AR. 
What then? The Gods of Denmark 
Do not, like yours, their votaries confine 
To the domeſtic bondage of one wife. 
My ſoul abhors the daughter of old Gothred, 
That furious woman, who was once my Queen: 
Her I divorce ; and on her vacant throne, _ 
Will place thy ſiſter. 8 
ey ALFRED. 
| That her faith forbids. 
A Chriſtian cannot wed a heathen Lord. 
HINGUAR. 
Thy mind, averſe, is fertile in objections. 
Saxon, thou ſpeak'ſt not witha brother's tongue. 
Thou haſt decety'd me once. —Eriek ! _. 


Enter EAN IC R. 


ERICK. 
| My Lord. 
HINGUAR. 
Within my tent confine and guard him ſtriQly. 

[Exeunt Alfred and Erick. 
I do ſuſpeR this is the Lover ftill. Be 
It much behoves me ſoon to be-reſolv'd. =» 
"Tis juſt, with fallacy, to prove the falſe ; _ 
And turn the arts of woman on herſelf. 
P11 give a rude alarm, and ſhake her ſoul, 
Even to the center. To my wiſh, ſhe comes, 
Buried in thought. She has not yet obſerv'd me. 


(Steps aſide. 
Enter ET HE L s W 1 DA. 469" 


ETHELSWIDA. 
I fear we are diſcover'd and betray d. 
That Daniſh woman, whom J never lov'd, 


Has 


OR PF RE b. 


Has held a private conference with ew: | 
She pierees me with her malicious eyes, 
Swimming i in joy, and conſcious of detection. 
She has o erheard us.— ä 
Hinguar * * and ſeizes her arm. 
HINGUAR. 
ig 8 Why doft thou ſtart, 
And look ſo guilty ? Where's thy frenzy now ? 
The artful ſemblanee, that deceiv'd the 3 ? 
Thy fear betrays the fraud I knew before. 


Confeſs thy fault and truſt to Hinguar's m 
+ E TH E LSWI DA ke 


HI N GUAR. 
Altho' thou haſt offended deeply, 
Thy beauty pleads for thee: My love forgives. 
One victim is enough. | | 
ETHELSWIDA. 
One victim! ah! 
CW 
Yes, thy aſſociate, the pretended Bard, 
Who call'd himſelf thy brother: He hath paid 
The forfeit, with his life. | 
ET 1 5 1 SWI DA. 
| (oe ey ready to ſain. ) 
| hou bloody Dane ! 
Inhuman monſter ! haft thou murder'd Alfred ? 
And doſt thou ſpeak of love to Ethelſwida ? 
HINGUAR. | 
Alfred and Ethelſwida! | 
ES -_ ELSW I DA. 
Tyrant! Yes. 
There's nothing now to ſave or to deny. 
In me, behold the bride of royal Alfred ! 
Thy treachery, and not thy valour, Dane, 
Upon our nuptial day, divorc'd our loves. 
But neither force nor fraud can part us now. 
Where Alfred i is, my ſoul mall Mortly be. 
__  HINGUAR, 


Mercy! 


i 


l = ; . * 0 . | 
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| MINNA: 
Thou'rt greatly chang d. This courage is not 
real. N | ; 
"Tis not thy nature, 2 
ET HELSSWID A. 8 
teat I ſhall change no more 
My former fear from love extreme aroſe. _ 
Then, life was dear to me, for Alfred's ſake. 
But now, fince he is dead, for Alfred's ſake, 
I with to die, and loath the life I lov'd. e 
HINGU AR. 
»Tis bravely ſpoken. 
| ETFHELSWID A * 
N | Tis not my defire . 
Lo hold diſcourſe with thee. Go, from my ſight ; 
Thou'rt hideous to my eyes, thou vile affaſlin! 


Turn away.) 
HINGUAR. F 
Hear me ! f 


ET HELSWI DA. f 
I wou'd not, if I could prevent it. 
But what J can I will. I ſpeak no more. 
My lips are clos'd for ever. 5 | 
| HINGUAR. - 
ET LN, | Vet I know 
A way to open them. That bitter ſmile 
I reck not; no, nor thoſe averted eyes. 
Know, I have turn'd thy arts againſt thyſelf, 
And caught thee, in thy own deceitful ſnare. 
From impotence of mind, thou haſt reveal'd 
Th important ſecret, that the bard was Alfred. 
Now, if he dies, it is thy folly kills him : 
He lives, by thee, diſcover'd to his foe. | 
x ETHELSWIDA. 
Does Alfred live, and has my tongue betray'd him 
Have I diſcover'd Alfred to his foe ? N 


Barbarian! 
| HINGUAR. 7 
Still thou may'ſt preſerve his life, 


His fate on thee depends. 7 
: ETHELSWIDA. 


- 
\ 
: \ 


: F 
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ETHELSWIDA. 
On me! 
HINGU AR. 
Onthee! 


Accept my offer d hand, and Alfred lives. 
Nay, reaſcends, in peace, his father's throne. 
If not, I ſwear by Odin, awful name, Fn 
The God of battles, whom alone | ferve, | 
This hour, my rival dies Cites 3 ahanth 
| E T HEL 8 WID A. 
Is this thy mercy? 
Would e conſcious that my heart is full 
Of love to Alfred, take a faithleſs hand ? 
| HINGUAR, 
I wou' ; E will, this inſtant; = the word. 
ETHELSWI 
I ſhudder at the thought, and loath thee more, 
Much more than ever. Brutal is thy paſſion, £ 
And horrible to womankind thy loye. 
HINGUAR.”'. 
B this thy anſwer? Whilſt the Saxon lives. 
Thou haſt ſome hope. Of him 1 will diſpoſe, 5 


i W. Er Ks 8 15 4 


Stay, I conjure thee, ſtay. 
HINGUAR. i: 5 
My time is precious. I have deeply ſworn, 
And fix the only ranſom of his life. 
OE "BTHELSWIDA. 
Touch not the life of Alfred. 
HINGUAR. en 
Every word, 
Thy os ſpeaks, accelerates his doom. cath 
F go to ſee himdie: 
ET HE L SWIDA. 
a oiving his robe.) 


ſhalt not go. 
By allthat's holy, I will not ſurvive him. 


HIN GU AR. 
Some of thy ſex, I know, have ſworn as buck, 
And have faryiv'd the vow. (Going. 
ETHELSWIDA. 


A'TRAGEDY. 33 


ETHELSWIDA. 
SE One moment ſtay. 
HINGUAR. 
Her countenance is like a troubled ſky, 
When the wind veers about. N 
ET HELSWI DA. (aadl.) 
Inſpire me, heaven ! 
T he life of Alfred, and the fate of England, 
Are in the balance. Yes, I am inſpir d. 
Heaven, that ſuggeſts the thought, will give me 
| ſtrength | 
To act the generous deed. | 
HINGUAR. 
BEE Her mind gives way. 
ETHELSWIDA. 
Hinguar ! ſhould 1 conſent to be thy bride, 
Would Alfred's life be ſafe ? What pledge for that? 
What hoſtage haſt thou worth the King or England? 
| HINGUAR. 
Conſider and demand. 
ETHELSWID A. 
Set Alfred free: 

The Engliſh camp is near: conduct him thither : 
Let me . full aſſurance of his ſafety ; 
Then lead me to the altar. When my ro 
Is made, tho' made to thee, our holy faith 


Enjoins till death, obſervance. [Exit 
| Manet HINGVUAR. 
Set him free 


20 1 a s word ! I like it not. 
ortune hath fayour'd me, beyond my hopes. 
My rival, both in empire and in Rove, 
Is in my 2 How ſhall I beft improve 
The proſperous hour, which my good planet rules? 
Enter E x 1c K. 
E AI eK. 
My Lord, the valiant Rollo craves admittance. 
HINGUAR. 
I will not ſee him. He is fent by Ronex, 
With ſome ungrateful meſſage. Aſk his buſineſs. 


. OY RE IR LB , 
y 9 * * "V2 
9 * 
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„ BRICK. 

Unaſk d he told it. In the field, to-day, 
His brother preſs'd too near the Engliſh horſe : 
They turn'd and took him pris'ner. Rollo begs, 
That he may be exchangd. | 
|  HINGUAR. 
For whom ? 


EAI 


; : . A: F or Surrey, 
Whom in the tent he ſaw. | 
HINGUAR. 
| He and his brother, 

And all their tribe, are not worth ſuch a ranſom. 
Erick, that Surrey is the King of England. — 
Alfred himſelf, N 

| ERICK. 


Alfred ! 
HINGUAR. 
8 | He is, by heaven ! 
And my fair captive is the Mercian maid 
By Alfred loy'd, the beauteous Btbelſwida ! | 
Go, bring the Saxon hither. [Exit Erick. 
Manet HIN GU AR. 
: Now, Tl found him. 
The policy of ſtate enjoins his death: 
The politicks of love ſuſpend his doom. 
The inſtrument he is, by which I'll work 
This woman to my will. If I can make 
Her lover falſe to her, pride and revenge, 
Will bring her not reluctant to my arms. 
Thus play the paſſions of her way ward ſex, 
Birds of a kind, they build their neſts alike ; 
And one true falcon, like another flies. 
So, every woman, when her love is ſcorn'd, 
By certain inſtinct, takes the ſame revenge. 
(Enter ALFgeD, in his ff dreſs, advances reſe- 
| lutely, | 
Twice have we met Mes wig and both the times, 
With borrow'd names and forms, thou haſt de- 
ö ceiv'd me. 


Alfred; I know thee now. 


ALFRED. 


A. TRAG E D v. 
ALFRED. 
Hinguar, thou doft. 

 HINGUAR. 
Repine not at-this chance. If we had met, 

In lifts of combat 0 H ee field, 

Death or ca tivit - en t tion. 

benen PR EB. 
Uncertain 3 is the fate of arms. 
HINGU AR. 
J have not found it ſo. In every battle 

On my victorious banners fortune waits. 

Suppoſe then, that thou wert, by chance of war, 

My pris ner; ſay, what wou dſt thou now expect 

Sould be thy doom ? 

A Tis RE D. Tie; 

FE is Hin 8 to ay b 

And mine to ſuffer. _- w=_ 25 „ 
. HINGUAR. | 
Thou ſhalt ſuffer nothing, 

Unworthy of a king. Tho' of the race 

Of war and battle, who have ſtretch'd the { 

Of conqueſt o'er mankind ; yet I will _—_ SE 

'The words of peace. The Engliſh and the Danes 

Have fought too long, for this conteſted land, 

W hoſe ſpacious kingdoms can, with eaſe, contain 

The rival nations; and the fertile fields wr 

Glut, with luxurious plenty, their * 

Let us divide the Land, and join in lea 

Eternal: Then, united, ſhake the world. 

ALFRED. 
 Treatiga of peace and leagues have oft been ade 
But how obſerved, thou know'ft. | 
HIN'G U A: R. 
here was no bond 

To make the 3 treaties faſt and ſure. 

The peace I offer now ſhall be confirm'd, 

By ties, which bind the nations to each other. 

My valiant brother left an only child, | 

In Denmark born, but here in England bred ; 

Matchlefs in form and feature is the maid ; 

Straight as the pine, that grows on Norway's hills. 

She riſes tall above the virgin-traih : 

Blue 


"#4 Fe _— TS N 


1 ; 0 Wan ade ; 
mu et pcs hate LE 9 "IF. 
J * © of 1 4 © : p 
0 * 


2 ALFRED: 


Blue rolls her melting eye : Her heaving breaſt 
Is whiter than the ſnow, that's newly fallen, 
This maid of beauty I will give to Alfred, 
The pledge and bond of union and of peace. 
(ALFRED remains ne. 
Why doſt thou not reply ? Doſt thou diſdain 
A bride of Daniſh race ?-” = 
> ALFRE D. 5 | 
_ Silent, I ſtand 
To learn the full extent of thy deſign. 
Mean'ft thou not ſtill to blend the nations more: 
To mix the royal blood of either land ; 
And wed thyſelf a wife of Engliſh race 7 
yo HI N GU P R. 
"Tas" 


Be ALFRED. 

And 'tis my bride that thou haſt 8 

HIN GU AR. 

Call her not thine. Nothing N to thee. 
A ure has no right. 
ALFRE D. 

* keep' thy word, 

And treat'ſt me like a king! 

„ H IN 0 AR. 
e 1319 eee 
Which now bes art not. Wed the maid of 8 

mar 
And o'er thy father's ancient Lin dom reign. 

AL F RE 
Unworthy I ſhould be to reign,—to live, 
If 1 could make 510 U 80 * my * 
Is this the peace of Hinguar ; 
2 H IN 851 U AR. 
% Yes: no other, 
"A: L F RE D. 
Are theſe terns that thou penal _ 
| * 1 85 G mw wy aer g | 
They are. WJ I 
80 7; am a eaptive and dra; 3: b 
$6, ah * 0 Na Afar me. FAR $3; 
|  HINGUAR. 
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HANS uA 
I ſtand aftoniſh'd at thy pride, thy folly.- 
Thou ruin'd Alfred, think of thy condition. 
Thy life or death upon my nod depends. 2 
9 ALFRED. 
Ruin'd I am ; but it was human weakneſs, 


And no diſgracefu] fault, that ruin'd Alfred. 


Impell'd by tender, anxious, jealous love: 
Deſpiſing danger, to thy tents I came; 
And doſt thou think Tam ſo quickly alter d?ꝰ 
Doſt thou imagine, that the dread of death 


Can move my ſoul to yield to thee my bride ? 
And lead, if ſhe oa 7 


uld follow me, to ſhame ? 
Hinguar, the meaneſt man of Saxon race, 


nn freedom born would from ſuch baſeneſs ſhrink z 
= And ſcorn, with infamy, to purchaſe life. 


Hit rot HAN EILEEN... 
Thou talFſt it well; and I have often heard 
Of the perſuaſive eloquence of Alfred. E 
Plain are my words: They ſpeak thy certain doom. 
If not the fiend and firm ally of Hinguar, | 

Thou dy ſt. B 

| be 1d Mobs 3 Re 

My death will not corelude the war, 

One courſe there 1s, if greatly thou aſpir'ſt 
To reign ſupreme in England, and rhe 771 1 tf1 
With honour gain'd, fair Ethelſwida's charms. 

if War. 28.4 00 17 4 fs; Dro 

Dito: ob 


ALFRED, . | 
Then mark me, Dane l Tho' thou art ſprung 
From heroes, more than human, —Odin's race, 
Who ſtreteh d the ſpear of conqueſt o'er the world ; 
And thou, thyſelf, in war and battles bred, 
Chaig'd-to, thy ſword ſubmiſſive fortune lead'ſt ;. 
Alfred, whole fathers have in battle fallen, 


W hoſe valour ne er could fix inconſtant fortune, 


, * 


Offers to meet thee, in the liſted field; 


And, by his ſingle arm, to thine oppos'd, 


Decide the ſovereignty of England's realm, 
By the award of heaven. In this encounter, 
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My nobles and my people will abide: 
And, if thou conquer'ſt, Ethelfwida's thine: 
HINGUAR. | 
What folly to preſume, thou fallen Alfred! 
That Iwill free my captive, and contend 
With him on equal terms! 
Wa. L F R E D. 
| Brav'd as I was, 
1 3 it fitting chus, to meet thy ſcorn. 
Perhaps I entertain d a glimpſe of hope, 
That thou might'ſt, chooſe thus nobly to prevail, 
To gain by . warlike England's crown; 
And to the beauteoũs Ethelſwida come, 
The victor, not the murderer, of her huſband. 
: HTINCYU AR. 
bs | The beauteous Ethelſwidk has conſented | 
| To give her hand. The terms which thou diſdain'ft, 
Bis Vain glorious Saxon! are more ample far, 
| Than thoſe which ſhe did ſtipulate for thee. 
Thus ſhe rewards the conſtancy of Alfred. 


4 | Conſider that. | 
_ A 


No, not one moment, Dane. 
Thy faith in love and war to me are known. 
 _HINGUAR. 

1 will take no advantage of thy paſſion. , © 
| Near my determin'd purpoſe : Thou ſhalt die, 
R Or wed the maid of Denmark. Heated now 
And chaff'd with keen contention, pride rebels 
4 Againſt thy reaſon. I will give thee time 

| To cool, and take the counſel of thy Judgment. 


\ 


Ohne hour thouhaſt to think. 1 
- | (To Erick.) | Conduct him hence. | 
ALFRED. :! -- 


Prudence requires. that Hinguar too ſhould think. 

Behold yon banners ftreaming to the wind, | 
The hoſt of England will revenge their King. 

[ékExeunt Alfred and Erick. 

HINGUAR. abt 
This Alfred bears a high and haughty mind, 
Not a to  fubwir. Over his grave, 2 
e 
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'The path of Hinguar lies. When he is dead, 3 
After a ſtorm of rage; a flood of tears, 
The changeful ſky of woman will grow clear, 


And IE 5 on the new lover 8 4 


0 Enter E DU DA. 
F 2 a en? 
The tidings which I bring, my pardon plead, 
For this intruſion. 
H | NGUA 
Say, what as befallen ? 
E D D A. 


Ronex, the Queen purſues the Captive's life. 
Rollo, devoted to her will, addrefs'd „ 
With promiſes of infinite reward, 

If I would lend my aid. When I reſus 

He threatend me. The party of the . 

Was ſtrong an; he ſaid; by force, to b. her F 
INGUA R. ht 

That was his errand here? 5 | 
| e ht te 
: I ſeem'dto diebe 

His e He kindled into rage; 

Swore, that the bra veſt ehiefs of Denmark's hoſt, 
Were in his tent aſſembled wich the Queen, 
And waited his return, to riſe i in 2 ; 
And execute her orders. 
HIN GU AR. 
I'll prevent them, 
And pony Ai neſt of traitors. Nene tent; 
That is the place? 5 
E D D A. 
{24574 UW: 1 
HINGUAR. 
Look to thy c 
Here, thou art abſolute; gene I Gan thes, [Exit 
Manet E DDA. ; 

This ma captive will, at laſt, be be Queen. 

I muſt endeavour to regain her favour. © [Exit. 


End of the Turn 5 AR. 
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ALFRED od Sunny 
SURREY. 


Fox England and for Ethelfwids! 's fake, 

o gaina little time, appearto yield. 7 

*Ere this, the valliant in is inform'd 

Of thy diſaſter. Night approaches faſt; 

And Daniſh diſcord aids the Engliſh arms. 

Shew not thy ſoul ſo open to the _ e 
AL FRE D. 

My friend, to whom my favour e nl,” 
it is t y fortune to behold the laſt 
And darkeſt ſcene of Alfred's tragic life. 
Something it grieves me, that mankind-who Judge 
By the event ! perhaps may blame my raſhneſs, 
Do thou defend the aſhes of thy e A0 
And publiſh to the world —- 

Enter E p DA and E A 5 K. 
| * D D A. 
1 Erick! the captive 
Defires once 1 to ſce the Saxon Prince. 
For thy permiſſion to the king I'll anſwer. | _ 
ER LICKS. 
"Tis not my part to queſtion, but obey. 


44 


| [Exit Edda. 
What can this woman mean "I 
AF F N D. 19 N 
. | e Surrey, 1 8 

And, like a cownrd;: fake from head to * at 
My mind, for this encounter, is not amd. 
Stern was my preparation, firm the mail 
That bound my 'breaft, againft — death. 


"This trial takes me on another quarter ; 


The woes of Ethelſwida !—Riſe, my ſoul ! 
Againſt 


ER Ig © 3 e x - oi 
. bo. 


Againſt the ſtorm. 1 ought to ſtrengthen her; 
2 ſtand myſelf a rock. 


Enter ETHELSWIDA and Eppa. 
EDDA, (i Erick.) 


Ritire with me 
Let their diſcourſe be, as ſhe wiſhes, private. 


emotion. | 


O, Ethelſwida, do not pierce my heart, 
With looks ſo full of pity and of love ! 
ETHELSWIDA. 


"= king, my huſband! _ 
AL F RE D. 
Ohl thou fann'ſt the fire, 
On which my reaſon aſhes heaps, in van. 
Like Hercules, I wear the poiſon'd robe: 
'Thou pull the garment ; and my neryes are torn. 
Why didſt thou with to ſee the ruined Alfred? 
ABTHTEESWIDA = 
Not ruin'd yet. His love endangered Alfred: 
* love ſhall fave him ſtill. 
a A L F R E D. | 
Can there be truth 
In Hinguar ? Now, my ſoul begins: to fear. 
ETHELSWID A. 
What doſt thou fear ? 
ALFRED. 


The weakneſs of thy ſex. 
ETHELSWIDA 


The weakneſs of my ſex -] gueſs thy thoughts. 
Whab did the tyrant ſay of Ethelfwida ? 
ALFRED. 
What I deſpis'd, diſcredited, and ſcorn'd. 
He ſaid, that he had ſought aud won thy love : 
That thou conſented'ſt to become his Mage: 


ET HE LSV L D A. 
On what conditions ? 
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A TRAGEDY. - ai 


Exeunt Erick and Edda. 
{ETHELSWIDA comes towards ALFRED, K great 


I 


My ſoul looks thro' 2 eyes. 25 love, my lord, 


C 2 ALFRED. 
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ODE” A L. F R E D. yl 
. 1 Then, thou did ſt conſent! 
Hear! e els hear! | 

| ETHEL SW.1D A. 
: | 3 and men, 
And Alffed, hear and j judge- To fave thy life, 
To ſtop the bloody tyrant's lifted arm, | 
T'didconſent, on this expreſs condition, 
'That- Hinguar, inſtantly, ſhou'd ſet thee free. 
When certain of thy ſafety, Alfred, then, 
I was prepar d and arm'd to mock the Dane— 


To die. 
| AL F R E D. 
Forgive me, nobleſt of thy ſex : 
Greater than fancy d heroine of the ſong; 
Forgive the wrong I offer d to thy virtue. 
ET HELSWI DA. 
Accept thy freedom; let my hand reſtore 
The king of England to his injur d people, 
Robb d of their hero, by my lackle&. lobe. te 
And when the time ſhall come, as come it will, 
Unleſs the planet of this hour ſhou'd ſtrike, 
That Alfred his predicted fate fulfils 3 
And, in the circle of his empire ſits, 
With glory crown'd, remember Ethelſwida, 
Who died, exulting, to preſerve her Lord. 
„„ r 
Remember thee! This is no time e peek, 
To ope the floodgates of my burſting heart. 
Remember thee! Whatever be my fate, 
Thou ne'er ſhall be forgot, while Albion lifts 
Her head above the waves. But know; my 1064 
That this barbarian never was ſincere: | - 
For other terms to me he has propos d — 
A Daniſh bride. 
ETHE L SW IDA. 
To thee a Daniſh del 
A 
Or intent death, to follow the refuſal. 
ET HELSWI A. 
Alfred, thou liv'it l— a 


* "TRAGEDY. 


AL FRE D. 
I IIve till 1 
For, the” I fours his offer, he perſiſted ; 
Gave me one howt more calmly to cotltler— 


e time's expired. | M ele 


ET HE LS W 1 D A. | 
| Thou muſt not, ſhalt not die. 
Rather - 


1 


haf is'the connſeÞ of affefion. | 


I know the character of Hin — 155 
Nor life nor liberty will he 
On thoſe. whom ks has . | 1 I ſhou'd wed. 


The Daniſh maid, I but embrace diſhonour. ** . 
periſh with addition of diſgrace. 75 a 26 


And 


ETHELSWEDA 


AL 
"1 eres 
To circumvent the foul of Ethelfeids. 
 Shonld I conſent to wed a Daniſhbride, * 
He hopes to rouze the woman in t edn: * 
nnn 


ELSWID A. 


Perhaps, the women of his ſavage land - Tr 


Have taught him, thus, to judge of LEY 
If they are like the elouds, that change their form, 
And, careleſs, fly before each ſhifting gale, 
Far different i is the foul of Ethelſwida. 
Alfred, thy love is dearer than my life. 
Dearer than both, is Alfred's life or fame. 
In this extreme diſtreſs, remove me far; 
Exclude me from thy thoughts 3 fuppoſe wedead's 3 
And act, as if I never, had been born. 

5 8 A L F 2 D. 

y magnani ves edge to mine. 
Rather . B 45 I die: 
Yet to elude the deadly rage of Hinguar, 

And wait the chances of the coming night, 
Big with event— 


e of ſlighted uty. 1 ng 


. 


1 | Fuer 


What means the craft r ven. 29 DER 


” 4. 


AE. F R E D, 1 
Enter ERIC x. 
ERIC K. 
11 My Lord, a numerous band, 
Led by the Queen oe the fierce Bothnic chief, 

N Surrounds the tents. 

| e E D. 

Give me a ſword. 

# SUR R [Se | 
| | | K Take 8 
| | If thro? their ſquadrons, I can win wy way, 


At gen + return. (Exit. 
AL FRE. D. | 
One moment pa ſt, 
| On BEL uncertain wing perdition floats z _ 
The next may bring ſalvation.  Q, my love ! 
Ere Ronex comes, retire | Shun the fr ſhock 
of her impetuous rage. b 
ETHELS W 1D A, 
Here I remain, 
And live or die with thee. To fly from her, 
Were to confeſs myſelf the wretch ſhe thinks me. 
Pl meet her, as I ought. Wrong d by her hate 
And by her buſband's es, my innocence _ 
J will not plead z but urge my injuries, 
And crave of her redreſs. | 
"64 | R O N E xX. ;&7 | 
(Entering with Dani/h Geller, N 7 
Fpare thoſe that yield: 
Kill all that dare reſiſt, (Seeing Ethelſwida. - 
See, where ſhe ſtands, 
Like an enchantreſs, in the magic circle, 
Advance and ſeize her. 
7 ALF RE D. 
( Dræuing his fend) 
| Hold! he dies, that ſtirs. 
Till ] have ſpoken. Hear, miftaken Queen [ 
And learn from me how wide thy anger errs. - | 
RON E X. 
Ha ! Who art thou, that . ſo brave 2 
form? y, 
et 
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The pes. and'the quand of "Hinguars Jove 
What TY name b 
ny LV R E D. 
7 My name? 
R 0 N E X. | 
Fear'ſt thou to tel ? 
. ALE RE4D:-5:5 755 
It will amaze thee _—_—_ My: . is Alfred. 
ONE X. ie 
The King of Englund! t WL o 
A L. F R E b. 
1 it 42 Yes. 
R ONE X. - 
Thou look'ſt a Kin LY 
Yet moſt incredible thou ſhould'ſt be A fred. 
 ETHELSWIDA. SEED 
Not more incredible, than that the — . 882 
Whoſe life thy raſh reſentment now ; 
Is Alfred's bride, the princeſs — 
Born of a race diſhonour never mc 
And to the ſtriteſt rules of virtue bred. 
My ſoul, O Queen, de voted to m — | 
But one affection knows, and worſe than death 
Abhors the love of Hinguar. Thy protection 
My ſex demands and m misfortunes 1 
Embrace this fair octation to be juſt, 
And generouſly repair the cruel wron 
Thy thougnts have offered to my ſpotl eſs fame. 
RONE X. 
The princeſs Ethelſwida Do I dream? 


Or does each waking ſenſe aſſure a ſcene 


Of things and 22 more incredible 
Then ever viſion of the nig combin'd ? £4 ee 


| Emer ROLL o. 


R 0 L L 0. EDT; 
Odin be prais'd. I come in time to ſave them. 
Hearken, my liege, to faithful Rollo's voice. 
This is the King of England! 


C 4 ' _ RONEX. 
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RON EX. ane 3T 
TA A iq 27 
£ Before thou cam'lt, hs had himſelf reveaV'd.. '! 
His royal preſence warrants What he is. N 
Princeſs, the hatred and the fell intent, . 
With which, confeſſedly, at firſt I came, | 
Do not relate to thee, unlike in all, 
To the imagin'd object of my wrath. 
My error pardon gy. and my deeds ſhall how: | 
'The Pity, which I feel for thy misfortunes ; 
The high eſteem, in which I bold thy virtue. 
E THELSWIDA. | 
Thy pity tor diſtreſs, thy love of virtue, 
Nobly thy deeds may prove. Deliver Alfred 
The vice of his love and of his virtue. | 
Long is the tale, 100 long te.tellit now, 
But Hinguar's/yeice has daamd my Lord to death. 
Becauſe to him he wou'd not yield his bride. 
If then the cauſe of that deeree offend thee, | 
. That withithe Kang of En and prevent 4 | 
| A. & 11 R. OL O. N * 
By Thora right arin, che lady eounſels well. 
Renounce all thoughts of amity with Hinguar, | 1 | 
Who never will forgive thy friends or thee, 
The inſult of this day. n with . 
e e eee $2 7H 
R 8 N'E X. 
Thy 4 5 Farr 
due to the higheſt p -iecks of bold emprize. © 


4 1 - 21 
= 


| = But will the Daniſh Sick adopt thy counſe}? | 


R OL L O. 
Make trial z prove their hearts 3 if they Boule 
nt, | 
Ruin abides them. T hey have gone too far, 
With ſafety, to recede. If he who draws 
His ſword againſt à King, away ſhould throw 
The uſeleſs ſcabbard, what ahi he to do, 
Who draws his ſword againſt a fell uſurper, 
Who denen not e the merer of a Prince? 
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7 TRAGEDY. 


RON E X. 
Tbat argument comes near. PII urge it e 
And, when we have conſulted 110 N 4. 
The King of Wor: then— -, & 
JL FRE D. bs 
To their 8 
Will cordiglly agree. A common cauſe, _ - 2 JT 1 80 . 
In time of danger, leads to ſure accord. . 
IEeunt Ronen and Rollo. 
Manent AL ng D and ETEELSW1DA. | 
_ALF RED. - 
My love, look up; and, with a face of j fjoy, 
Welcome the dawn of hope. | 
| E THELSWIDA.. 5 
| | Us d to deſpair, 
Like one in darkneſs long immured, as #06 * 4 
I reliſh not the 21 5 
| AL FRE D. 


| | | Soon ſhalt. en wife | 18 
The rockab 51 prove the rock of refuge 
And from the foe we dreaded ſafety comme. 
ET HELSöWI PDA. 
Still I ſuſpect the faith of Daniſh friends. 
But moſt, of all, my ſoul diſtruſts the Queen, 
That furious woman, who puts off the ſex; 


= 


And, in her rage, inſt her buſband arms. ; — 
F RE P. 
Let us of what e is avail ourſelves 
And o'erthe bridge, ſhe builds, the torrent groſs, 
Which roars unfordable 4 5 174 


E THEL SWD A, | 3 
Before ſhe came, * N 
Of the ap roaching night, big with eyent, 
Thou *. about to ſpeak. Fain wou'd I bear 
Of ought that's 997. 7 not iy'd-from Ronex. 
RE 
This 1 now the ſhades + night de- 
cen 
A choſen band, by . 3 led, 
Draw near the Daniſh camp; and, in the wood, 
My orders wait. If noble Surrey lives, 
Deeds will be done to night. 5 
'C; ETHLSW. 
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ETHELSW IDA. 
And Hinguar too, 


7 He u will not Nlamber. Ste, the n returns 2 


Enter Ro L L o. 
; ROLL O. 
The Queen of Denmark and the chiefs, in council, 
'Thy preſence wait, to fix their laſt reſolve. 
ALFRED. 
Whateer on me depends, they may a, 
Manet ETHELSWIDA. 
Is the defect peculiar to myſelf ? 


| oy) is It incident to womankind, 


By ſudden ſtrong impreſſions to be ſway'd ? 

he image of this dreadful Ronex haunts me; 

And, like a ghoſt, excites inhuman fears. 

When T was toſs'd upon a ſea of peril, | 

In which my foot could reach no an P of "EN : 
I fwam, with courage, on the ſtormy waves. 

In ſhallower water now, fearful I wade, 


Andreel at every ſurge. She gaz'd on Alfred? 


Ayow'd her admiration of his form.— 
Enter EDDA. N 
5 E D D A. 
Lady, I bring alarming news. 
E HE 7 SWIDA. 
To whom? - 
E D D A. 
To PR When thou haſt heard wy tidings, 
Judge. | 
Among the Daniſh, captains, one there is, 
To me, by blood and friendſhip, ſtrictly join d: 
He told me, that the _—_ at laſt, agreed 
To join with England, n this condition, 
That Engliſh Alfred, w the Daniſh Queen. 
ETHELSWIDA. 
Iſaw it in her eyes; foretold my fate. 
Should he refuſe, what then? 
E D D A 
In that event, 
They mean to treat (OW Hinguar, and reſtore 4 
S-: 


\ 


To him his captives. But their hope is high,” 
That Alfred will conſent. 
ETHELSWIDA. | 
Not whilft] live.— 
But will the Danes permit a woman's life 
To ſtand a wall between them and their purpoſe? 
The rage of Ronex, like a ſwelling wave, 
Over that ſlender mound will burſt amain : 
Woman to woman is the felleſt foe. 
CCW 
And ſuch a woman, ſearch from end to end 
The world, all nations and religions try, 
There is not to be found a paralle el 
To this unprincipled, unbridled Ronex. 
The paſſion of the moment, is the God 
She always ſerves. 
ETH E LSWIDA. .. 
| Alas ! What ſhall 1 do, 
Who in \ the level of her fury ſtand?. - f 
E D D A. 
Ronex, thy deadly foe, is alſo mine. 
Ere now, beneath her hatred I had 85 a 
But for my pow rful friend. | 
ETHEL SWIDA. 


Thy friend !—lIs he 
High in command 3 25 


i D a... 5 
e. To Bothnick Rollo next. 
Many and brave the warriors, he commands. 
Behind thy tent the paſſage to the plain, 
This night, he guards. 
ET HELSWID A. | 
My hopes revive again. 
Should I eſcape, or if, perchance, I periſh, 
No more my deſtiny entangles Alfred. 
For me, the eagle left his airy way, 
And, ſtooping in my tract, his freedom loſt. 
Edda, if pity of my loſt eftate 
Can move 5 woman's heart, or vaſt reward 
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22 . L by R D, 
= Induce thy. ſoul to do an act humanes. 
= Perſuade * friend. TORT SAG 
| K D D A. . 
. 0 To what ? © IPRS 
- 3 e W 
5 | . To FF me 
Then, whither wilt thou go wo? 
1 I can gain 
The ſhelter of the neighb'ring wood, I'm ſafe. 
But any place I bold more ſo e than this. 
Wilt'ſt 75 ou aſſiſt me? _ 
E DD. 
nl e fate. h 
Thro' the dark night, and thro forronnding arms, 
IT ſhallattend thee hence, if I can win | 
My friend to guide our ſteps. Forthwith, III try. 


Pleaſe to oY tent re 
1 77 LSWIDp A. 


Il Wrong thee once; 
And thay; at laſt, haſt proy'd thyſelf my friend. 
With perfect truſt; my ſoul on thee relies. iz 1 
May angels prompt thy tongne. Exit. 

9 IM 2 Aae E FD DA. © | 
No art of mine; 

The PIR” of "Has woxki on her mind, 
Conjur d each ſpectre up, I Miſh d to raiſe. 
I'II "lh her ſteps committed to my care: 
And lead her fafe to Hinguar 8 Wa arms, 1 
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SCENE, The Capo u diflarice mountains 2 
trees; the moon in creſcent, and the flage darkened. 


Enter ETHELSWIDA. 
ETHELSWTDA. F 


Hao: ſhe not fail d, ere this, the had return'd. 
Unbraced by vain ſuſpenſe and expectation, 

My ſpirit flags; and, like a racer tired, 

Swerves in the-courſe. I am not what [ was. 
Hark to that hollow ſound !—Is it the hum 

Of voices roll'd together in thewind? © =, 
Or roars the blaſt of autumn through the woods 3 
Alas, I was not wont to fear the night. 

When, wan dring on the pleaſant banks of Trent, 
By moon- light, oft I trac'd the glittering ſtream, 
And mus d on Alfred. Peaceful were the fonnds, 
And to my temper tun d, which then I heard. 
My ſteps, light as they were, amongſt the leaves, 3 
From her high rooſt the fluttering ftock-dove feard;. BS: 
Or ſtartled from his lair the bounding ftag. $2280 1 
* nh with armies now, hemm'd round with a : 

at every ſtep torouſe a foe. | 

Thro' the him ſhades, behold a human form. 

Tis Edda. — Ah, what tidings! 


Re Enter E DDA. 
E D D A. 
; ETHELSWIDA. 
Of Alfred what ? 


EDDA? 


© 74 


| Bleſt be Oy tongue 


82 . A 1. ＋ R E D, 
"= b 5 A 
Enrag'd at his refuſal 


1 wed their willing Queen, the Daniſh chiefs 


His ſword demanded, and to Rollo gave 


| Charge of his perſon. Still they fit in council 


New courſes to deviſe. 
ETHELSWI D A. 
Would 1 were "BY | 


| EE thoſe dreadful counſellors determine. , 


What ye yy friend ? n 
EDDA oy 
| He anſwers for thy ſafety, 
If firm thy purpoſe be, this night, to fly. 
HE LSWIDA. 


E D D K. 
What elſe remains to ſay 


Or do, — the cover of the tent will hide. 


ET HELSWID A. 
Vet, ere 1 into the ſtream of fate (el 
Angels! and ſaints, who once yourlelves w were bu, 
man, 
Now, perfect ſpirits and with Seraphs mix'd 
Adminiſter to heaven's eternal King ! 
O, hear my ſupplant voice, and to the throne * 
Where ſovereign mercy ſits, prefer the prayer 
Of one in deep diſtreſs, who in the hour 
Of her proſperity, never forgot | ; 
To bow before your ſhrines. Gracious 1 
Thro' darkneſs, night and death; my footſt guide. | 
But if Tm doom'd, in the rough Path to f all, © 
O, guard the King of England ; from therage 
Of cruel are the life of Alfred ! 
| ©  Exeunt to the tent. 


Enter RoLLo with two Daniſh ſoldiers. 


3 R O LL o. 
It is the Queen's command. 


FIRST 
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* TRAGEDY. s3 AY 


„ - PAST SOLDIER _ 
pads | The warrant's good. 
| The Weed commands our ſwords. 


SECOND SOLDIER. 
Yes, to kill men, 
Arm'd and Telling ; that's a ſoldier's taſk. 
To kill a helpleſs woman likes me not. 
ROL LO. 
If you demur . —— 
[ Firft ſoldier ſpeuks afide to the ſecond ; then 
turns to Rollo. 
FIRST SOLDIER. 
My Lord, we are reſolved. - 
'ROLLO. a 
I know you. reſolute and ſecret both z - 
Selected you as worthy of reward, 
| Befitting ſuch a ſervice. _ | 
FIRST SOLDIER. 
We ll perform it. 
R O L L O. N 
The deed, when done, muſt never be avow'd 3 
But to the chance of this unruly night 711 
Solely imputed. 200 
FIRST SOLDIER. 
| Silent is the grave 
Wer ſees us dies. 
AY SECOND SOLDIER. 
Look there my Lord, 
(Ethelfwida and 12 the + tuck ground. 
Who may they be, who vonder ſteal aſeng, 
Timid their ſtep and mien? 
| ROLL O. 


Forthwith, : ue. 
She in the : Azure mantle, i is the — woe 


Of her make ſure. [Exqynt the 0 
Manet ROLL O. 


| Not without much regret, | 
Did I as to Ethelſwida's death. © 


My ſoul was loth to hurt the lovely maid ; 
Loth to put out the radiant ſtar of __ . | 
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FEre half her courſe was run. Neceſſity | 
Impos d this deed on my re luctant mind. | 
For, tho the ſtar was bright, the beam d deftruc- 

258 | tion; | 

And, like a comet, from her refſes ſhook 

. | Diſcord and war. SHIT 
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| Enter R 0 N * x. 
e NE X. 
| 8 ” Nene, obey d > 

TT10:* 
| Juſt as as my 7 elde , were, about to enter, 
And execute their orders, from the tent, 
With filent ſteps ſhe ſtoke : they ſaw, purſued, 
And have, ere now, o'ertakeh. 


RON E X. 
Speed their ſwords!— 


7 . 


©: 5 My farts; now, is on the anvil placed, 

Por fate to ſtrike and faſhion good or evil. 

_ Lhd comes on, dark as the night that _—_ 
FE; him. ; 


4. 
. EXO LL O. 
==. He ſhall be met. F 


Eu Mzs5SENGER. | 


_ 1 MESSENGER. 
= Hail, ſovereignty of Denmark ! 
=> A foe, whom we expected not, draws 1 13 
i Y The hoſt of — 2 0 
. Narres Hs 
8 e la | 
. MESSENGER. NOS 
5 we uomrbong Cover the lain. 
2 PR their ras: 1 Ha the yoice of * 
That traitor leads them on. g 


R 0 L o. 
VO 


| 2 I | bee by the hand of chance 5 
* 8 RONEx. 
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A TRAGEDY. 


RON EX. 


5 
What reſuge now in counſel, or in arms * 


R O L L O. E = 
The Kin of Kugland is our only refu 2 17 
Make him thy friend ; and he wil 0 turn 


On Hinguar's wan s the torrent of his arms. . 
ONE X. 
No choice is left. Fly, and bring Alfred lichen 


161 28 N 


In pldge of amity, — Oo his det 
Manent Ro Lo and Rouen. 
A thou look ſt as if thou didſt bs: - : 


R hat we — done. M ſoul's a co. 

b eie goes 

Defire to ſee that Ethelſwida's ſaf ſaſe > 
RON. EX. 

9 er bs honing roms fre. 

er his fix d eyes, his frownin 1 

n 6 gh wound up. " 

ROLLS. PR JT 7 6. 


| REL Kis bel n 
Let no l the paſt oke 
Thy foul to judge, with paſſion, of the preſent. 
Hinguar, thy mortal foe, comes on reſolwd 
His lovely prize, by yalour,. to regain. | 
Oppos d to him we ſtand, equal in arms. 
But from their hill the Engli hoſt deſcend, 
To turn the ſcale of combat. Beit thou with 
The tyrant to prevail? | 
| A L FRED. _ 
Anſwer deck! 
Thy queſtion 28d not, Hinguar is my foe,.. Cf 
Grant me thoſe equal terms, I aſk'd at rt 
And to your arms I join the force of Co RO SE 
RONEx. 
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R 0 N E X. 
Thy terms are _ agreeable to Ronex, | 
Doo thoſe the policy of Denmark nam'd. 


1 Frea, eldeſt g. Weſs of the ſky, 
he ancient arbiter of human things, 
I ſwear to the performance. 
AEFRED. 
5 In that tent, 
if Echelſvida 1 1 wiſh to ſee her. 
8 | RON E X. 
Far "OM this ſpot, where Hinguar c bi 
march, 
The Princeſs to a ſafer place i is mov'd, 
Near my . 3 
A L FR E D. 


* Ha ! 
etzt Wenden 
ME ENGER. 
| 5 A fierce attack 
Is on the High begun. 
R O L L . 


The troops of England — 
If Alfred ; gives his aid, it muſt be now. | 
This officer will on thy ſteps —— 
And to the Daniſh chiefs announce thy APY 
That is the way direct. Along this path 
I goto combat * inguar. [Exit Rollo. 
L F RE 88 * 
een of Denmark, 
To the affiftes Captive comfort give. | 
She is the bond and cement of our friendſhip, 


| [Exit Alfred, 
RO N E A: 


— Then we ſhall ne er unite. He does ſulpe& me. 
He rivitted on mine his jealous eyes. 
There is no proof, and F will inde the ſuſpicion, 

With loud appeals, with vows and proteſtations 
Of pureſt innocence That ſhout is near; 
It comes againſt the wind: My foes prevail. 
Nearer __ nearer {till !-— Tis time to fly. hy 
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ble 
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On one fide Alfred, on the ather a 
Hen! let them meet, and fight for Ethelſwida. . | 
4 1 MOM NG U AR. 
g ( (behind the A 
purſue along the vale 3 the leaders kill, 
But ſpare the common men. 


of Enter HIN G UAA with ſoldiers. 
HINGUAR. 
This is ha por. . 
Now J have reach'd the po rt of my de 


The prize of love 2 anchors here. 
Where are jw guards? where the, — they 
ſhoy'd gyard ? | ; 
What does this awful ſolitude portend 1 
(huge from the 0 ppefit id. — the age, the two 
Aſſaſſins, * · robe of. | Uwica, l 


with "ma 
C 0 N D 8 OL D I E R. 5 
Twice have we chang'd our r courſe. 7 keep 
| this robe, | A 11 
We loſe ourſelves 
H INGUA R. 
By Hela's ſulphur d fires, _. 
The 9 of Echelfwi ſtain d with blood! 
Infernal villains - 
31 ASSASSIN. 


rj 2 Fought, undone,—the King! 


ASSASSIN. 


- (Throwing down the mantle. ) 
Wo i but i * work the will 


FY our ſuperiors. 
ae HINGUAR. 
Have you killed the lady. 
Who own'd this garment ? 
FIRST ASSASSIN. 
Io deny were vain. 
The Queen commanded us, and we obey'd. 
SECOND ASSASSI 
We duo our inte and we will die like men. 
_ HINGUAR. - 
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f HINGUAR 8 
Long mall yon live! in e 
8 The ragged Sawſhalltear your-tortur'd limbs; 
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12 And when your careaſſes are all one wound, 
TE Faſtened on iron hooks you ſhall be hung; 
And * by inches. —Bear them to their fate. 
_—_— [Exernt prada 


1 { | | Emer Missen. 

= - MESSENGER. 

1 My 13 the troops which on che left advane d, 
"8 Ask d, and ſoon ſubdu'd the of Ronex 3 
| FE + | before bm . heir 9 85 | 
_ Before * 
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oldiers.to my ſpear, 
'The charm, u- —.— to this ſpot, will 


The Saxon hüher— lia, brade my ar,. 
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5 Geert of te fr Aer. 24 


A L FRE DVD. 
8 the 0 
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Shall + hy Whoſe ſteel 
pierce heart. 
AI. 71 R E D. 


Thy menaces, barbirinn, 
5 | r rede, decome 1 better 3 
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(To PET fun King't on” 
Let us, alone, in 2 140 ſtrife engage; 
Whilſt every Dane aud Saxon fall look on; | 
And by the fortune of their Prince abide: 4 
HINGUARY 
"Tis what 1 wiſh'd ; but did not think thou durſt 
Come from the crowd, and, fingle, meet my _ 
ALFRED. 
In more than this miſtaken : But by deeds,” 
Not words, Iwill convince the. 
HIN GU AR. eh 
Prompt thy tongue: 


But flow thy hand. Come on. Odin for enmark! GIN 


A NN ALFRED. 
Hor. England: and her King, the living God 1 ' 
1 (The fight, ene lle. * 
Now, where is Hinguar's pride? 
H 1 NG U AR. 51 
Here, in a his ner, 
Unconguerd Rill the pride of Hinguar dwells. 
To die in battle is a warrior's death. 
The hero fights nad falls z but never yields. _ 
Hinguar has fought. From ſea to Ki his ſword, | 
Thrs* England b 1 0, a meteor dropping blood. 
The wolf and eagle followed to the feaſt, 
Tracking its courſe. The warrior, old in arms. 
The youthful chief, by many a virgin . 
Lay reeking in their 1 
F R E D. | 
As thou doſt now! 
The virgin's * the widow's curſe. have found thee, 
And laid in duſt the troubler of the land. 
In duſt th bes a chat robe, | 
In t s are aid. Be that 
Belike, Pires Wen ſt it. - * 5 
EOS EL EEE TD. 5525 
8 Ethellwidrs -obe, 
With bloody gaſhes toru! More fell * bears 
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Thy curſed hand? 
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That ſtarve on hill of ſnow, how ad thou litt | 


HINGUAR. _ 
No. Ethelſwida fell 
By Ronex. Yet, altho' I killed her not, 


Her death delights me. Saxon, Irejoice | 


At thy calamity. Happy my lot, 

Compar'd with thine. To the : Valkyrian maids 

I go, to Odin and the hall of joy.” |, 

Thou of thy love bereft, ſhalt waſte thy days, 
In lamentation, like the wretch who pines 

By Hela's lake and drinks the poiſon'd ſtream, _ 
Pour'd from the jaws of ſnakes. I laugh at thee, 


And, like my fathers, die. (dies, 


AL FRE D. 
4 dying voice 


Of me prophetic fpake. O, Ethelſwida! 


And Surrey too! in Alfred's cauſe has fallen. 

Now on the top, the ſummit of affliction, 
Like a tree, ſtript of bark and branch, I ſtand, 

Bare on all hides, and naked to the Amer | 2 | 


2 behind tie - ſeenes. 


Where is the conquiring King, my lord, my 
huſband? 7 


Make way and let me ruſh=—where i is my Alfred? 


ETHELSWIDA enters and ſees fim. (Equvin following.) 


ETHELSWIDA. e 
Eternal powers! Is this the ſcene of joy 9 
(After a pauſe, lookirig as the rake; | 
am the cauſe accurſt of Alfred's death, | 
And England's ruin. Bear me witneſs, heaven . 
But words are vain. Let thoſe be wall their doom, 
Who live to ſuffer, and prolong their pain. 


The gleam of hope, extingul(h Mh'd af deſpair, 


Sharpens my ſenſe of miſery, a eads 


A deeper 
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A deeper W lion ens ad To nao 4 64 35 2000 
My ſure, and now my N friend, come 1 1353 
| (Draws dagger. 5 __ 
Spirit of Alfred, tay! ; -. 
1 (Afra rie, W 
ALF R E D. 3 
Phe ſhades of death 3 
Still ſwim before my eyes. 1 heard the 80 . 15h 
Of Erhelfvidg gal! 5 
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He lives, he lives Ky 5 
My heart «chang, burſts with a flood of Joy. | 0 331 
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My Ethelfwida! (unt into fer arms) 
ETHELSWI DA. | | 
Alfred Gracious heaven! 4 _ 
For ever r ble thy Providence divine! © | 
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oft certam ſeem'd thy death. | 3. 
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I ſaw thee dead, 
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For thee, thou 155 and 2 of thy lex,, 1 1 
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Deep on my heartengrav'd was the reſolve, 
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„ That oy held like fate. : 
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; Whence came that fign e 
Which friends and "II deceived ? e 
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N Compleat is Edwin's joy 
24 To ſee his Prince with loye re and.glory Frown'd. A A 

3 AL FR E B. 

3 The ſcene i ghaſtly, and with death deform 19 1 
n fn place more fitting, of our friends and foes | n 
WE According to deſert, we will decree. ; 
Ĩbe nations now are one; with Hinguar died” | 
IF ** enmity: of 1. and of Denmark. 4 
— 15 _ with: their ore wha ſhall be bleſt 

a partner o ire reigns. 12 | 
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Nor ſhall the ſtory of the toils of Alea, | 

Sink to oblivion, in the tide of time 
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From hence the people of the land he loyd; 1 40 
And future Prada of that land may learn, 4 
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